Law and Society - Sociology 4113 FA

Fall 2005: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

RB 2027

Dr. Rachel Ariss   RB 2043

tel: 343-8792   Email: rachel.ariss@lakeheadu.ca

Course Description:  This course will examine different theoretical approaches to the relationship between law and society. We will ask what theoretical perspectives on the relationship between law and society are found, advanced, ignored and/or delegitimated in poverty law, as well as minority rights, women’s rights and criminal law.

Course Materials:
Joe Hermer and Janet Mosher, eds. Disorderly People: Law and the Politics of Exclusion in Ontario. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing, 2002.


Nick Larsen and Brian Burtch, eds. Law in Society: Canadian Readings, Second Canadian Edition. Scarborough: Nelson Thomson Learning, 2006.

Law and Society, Sociology 4113 Course Supplement Fall 2005.
Course Evaluation:  


Class Participation:



10%

Seminar Presentation:


20%

Article Review:



20%
Due Sept. 30

Essay
Outline & Bibliography

10%
Due Oct. 27

Essay





40%
Due Nov. 29th  (Tues)
Class Participation is essential to this course as there are no lectures. Most of our learning takes place through actively discussing and critiquing the readings and the issues raised by them. Come to class prepared to discuss what you find interesting in the readings. Ask questions. Connect articles to ones we’ve read previously. Think about the relationship between law and society promoted, assumed or relied on in each reading. Marks will also be based on yoru participation in class discussion of individual research projects.

Always Bring Readings to Class!
Seminar Presentations are meant to start class discussion. Give the class two or three interesting questions raised by the article to talk about. You can point to interesting passages in the article you would like to discuss, but do not summarize the article. Presentations should be about ten minutes long. 

Details about the Outline & Bibliography, Essay and Article Review follow on a separate sheet.

Reading Schedule

1. September 8 - Introduction to Class
2. September 13 and 15 

Tues and Thurs: Douglas Hay, “Property, Authority and the Criminal Law” Supplement
3. September 20 and 22

Tues: Elizabeth Comack, “Theoretical Excursions”, Supplement 

Thurs: Byron Sheldrick, “The Politics of Rights, Supplement, Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Supplement
4. September 27 and 29

Tues: “Introduction” and ch. 1: Squeezed to the Point of Exclusion, Disorderly People 

Video: SPIT - Squeegee Punks in Traffic

Thurs: ch. 2, The Shrinking of the Public and Private Spaces of the Poor, Disorderly People, and Safe Streets Act S.O. 1999, Supplement
5. October 4 and 6

Tues: ch. 3: Metamorphosis Revisited: Restricting Discourses of Citizenship, Disorderly People

Thurs: ch. 4: Keeping the Streets Safe from Free Expression, Disorderly People 
6. October 11 and 13

Tues: ch. 6: Demonizing Youth, Marketing Fear: The New Politics of Crime, Disorderly People

Thurs: ch. 5: Corporate Crime, Law in Society

7. October 18 and 20

Tues: Patricia Monture-Angus, “Theroetical Foundations and the Challenge of Aboriginal Rights”, Supplement
Thurs: ch 7: Alternative Paradigms: Law as Power, Law as Process.

8. October 25 and 27

Tues: Val Napoleon, “Extinction By Number: Colonialism Made Easy”, Supplement

Thurs: Outlines and Bibliographies Due ch. 8: Domesticating Doctrines: Aboriginal People after the Royal Commission, Law in Society
9. November 1 and 3

Tues: ch. 6: White Female Help and Chinese-Canadian Employers: Race, Class, Gender and Law in the Case of Yee Clun, 1924, Law in Society 

Thurs: ch. 12: The Charter, Equality Rights, and Women: Equivocation and Celebration, Law in Society
10. November 8 and 10 - Make Outlines Available to Class Members  

Tues: ch. 10: Assessing Mutual Partner-Abuse Claims in Child Custody and Access Cases, Law in Society OR ch. 11: The Battered Woman Syndrome Revisited: Some Complicating Thoughts Five Years after R. v. Lavallee, Law in Society
Thurs: Discuss Outlines for Research Essays in class
11. November 15 and 17

Tues: ch. 9: Constructing Gay and Lesbian Rights, Law in Society
Thurs: Lise Gotell,  “Queering Law: Not by Vriend”, Supplement
12. November 22 and 24

Tues: ch. 1: Little Sisters’ v. Canada: What Did the Queer sensitive Interveners Argue About Equality Rights and Free Expression?, Law in Society
Thurs: ch. 4: Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide in the Post-Rodriguez Era: Lessons from Foreign Jurisdictions, Law in Society
13. November 29 - Research Essays Due
Tues: ch. 14: Keeping Up with the Neighbours? Canadian responses to 9/11 in Historical and Comparative Context, Law in Society
Article Review and Essay Assignments
Article Review: Due Sept. 30th  a.m.
Choose any reading from the reading list that we have not yet read. Read carefully. Summarize the main points or argument in two to three paragraphs. State the author’s purpose in writing the piece. Describe the main theoretical perspective(s)/assumptions from which the author is writing, and provide support for this. Analyze the article for its weaknesses and strengths in two of the following areas: argument, clarity, accessibility, whether it is convincing. Briefly suggest further research questions that flow from this article.

Structure: Five pages long, maximum, typed, double-spaced. You will be marked on the extent to which you accomplish the requirements above, understanding the article, thoughtfulness of critique and writing style: use an introduction, conclusion, and write in complete sentences. Make sure paragraphs connect and your ideas flow together.
Outline and Bibliography: Due Oct. 27th in class
Please provide one page with your thesis statement for your paper, and a sketch of your argument (paragraph or point form, whichever you prefer). Provide a list of resources you have found so far. Include at least two readings from class - if you believe that none of the class readings are helpful to you, explain briefly why. After I have made comments, we will circulate the one-page thesis statements around the class and discuss them.
Essay Assignment: Due Nov. 29th 
The essay should develop and argue an understanding/point of view about the relationships between law and society. You can use a specific area of law or specific cases or legislation to explain what vision of law and society is promoted by your example. You can compare it to other approaches, and/or critique the approach, and/or propose changes to the law that might reflect what you see as a better approach. The essay should be 12 - 14 pages long. Write in paragraphs: one idea per paragraph and each idea developed, connect the paragraphs together, avoid grammar and spelling mistakes, watch your sentence structures to make sure ideas are clearly expressed. You will be marked on: writing structure; research; how well you support your ideas; how clearly your ideas are developed; and whether or not you have addressed the relationship between law and society.
